
Year group Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Christmas Productions Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

1 Nursery Rhymes Nativity Music Express 
Sounds interesting 

BBC schools radio 
Instruments together 

Music Express 
What’s the Score? 

BBC schools radio 
Sun, sea and song 

2 Music Express 
What’s The Score? 

BBC schools radio 
Little Red Riding Hood 

BBC schools radio 
Music and History  
*Link to Great Fire of London* 

BBC schools radio 
Jack and the Beanstalk 

3 Espresso music 
Music search  
Level 1 
iPads 

Boomwhackers 
Stage 1 
Nursery rhymes 
Christmas songs 

KS2 carol concert Historical periods 
 

Cultures 
 

Composers 
Baroque 1600-1750:  
Vivaldi 
Handel 
Bach 

Compose and 
improvise 
 

4 Espresso music 
Music search Level 2 
iPads 

Boomwhackers 
Stage 2 
Nursery rhymes 
Christmas songs 

Historical periods 
 

Cultures 
 

Composers 
Classical 1750-1820: 
Mozart 
Beethoven 

Compose and 
improvise 
 

5 Acapella 
Musical notation 

Recorders  
Stage 1 

Historical periods Cultures Composers 
Romantic 1820-1900: 
Tchaikovsky 
Amy Beach 
Clara Schuman 
Fanny Hensel 

Compose and 
improvise 
 

6 Garage Band 
iPads 

Recorders  
Stage 2 

Historical periods Cultures Composers 
Modern 1890 - 
present: 
Gustav Holtz 
Beatles 
Edith Piaf 
Kasabian 

End of year 
production  
 

Enrichment activities Sons of Pitches 
Vocal harmony group 

  Music enrichment day   

 

Yellow = technology based unit (note: there are elements of technology throughout other units too) 

Blue = interchangeable units which can be moved to suit theme activities 

  



Year 1 

Term Autumn1 Autumn 2 Christmas production Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

National curriculum 
objective (expected 
standard) 

Use voices expressively and creatively by singing 
songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

Use voices expressively 
and creatively by 
singing songs and 
speaking chants and 
rhymes 

Experiment with, 
select and combine 
sounds 

Play tuned and 
untuned instruments 
musically 

Experiment with, select 
and combine sounds 

Listen with 
concentration to music 

Activities Learn a new nursery rhyme each week 
Clap the rhythm 
Use percussion instruments 
Learn actions or dances to them 

Key Stage 1 Nativity Music Express 1 
Sounds Interesting 

BBC schools radio 
Instruments together 

Music Express 
What’s the score? 

BBC schools radio 
Sun, sea and song 

Resources Percussion 
Cbeebies nursery rhymes 

Various Music Express 1 
Sounds Interesting 
Exploring instruments 
and symbols 
 

BBC schools radio 
Instruments together 
See teacher notes 
saved on server for 
more information 
Recorders 

Music Express 1 
What’s the Score 
Exploring instruments 
and symbols 
 

BBC schools radio 
Sun, sea and song  
See teacher notes 
saved on server for 
more information 
 

Purpose Pupils enter Foundation Stage with below 
national levels of speech and language skills and 
many have few experiences of nursery rhymes. 
This unit will allow pupils to become familiar with 
many popular and well known rhymes using 
actions to help them remember them as well as 
giving them a chance to become familiar with 
percussion instruments and tapping out simple 
rhythms.  

Engagement with the 
local community and to 
give children the 
opportunity to 
experience of 
performing to others.   

Expose children to a 
variety of musical 
instruments and 
develop their 
knowledge of them. 
Give children the 
chance to hear sounds 
in different contexts. 

Give pupils the 
opportunity to 
experience playing a 
variety of musical 
instruments. This unit 
should follow on from 
the autumn term units 
to enhance their 
understanding of 
rhythm. 

Songs linked to seaside 
and summer. Pupils 
given a chance to 
engage with and play 
real life instruments 
enhancing their 
experiences with 
musical instruments. 
Pupils to begin to 
become familiar with 
simple graphical 
notation. 

Give pupils the 
opportunity to 
experience a variety of 
different songs and 
increase their 
repertoire of 
traditional songs. 

Progression Moving from FS nursery rhyme literacy unit in 
Autumn 1. In Year 1, children will add percussion 
and rhythm as well as actions to the songs.  

Level of involvement 
moving towards solo 
and group work in later 
year groups. 
Use Christmas song 
learnt in music to 
perform on the night. 

Introduction to 
musical instruments 
moving on from 
Autumn 1 where they 
experimented with 
using some moving 
towards using whistles 
and recorders in 
Spring 2.  

Moving forward from 
autumn term where 
children began to 
experiment with 
percussion 
instruments and learn 
about rhythm.  

Begin to experiment 
with musical 
instruments following 
on from Spring 2. 
Moving towards 
playing instruments 
with more skill in Year 
Year 2 and using more 
complex graphical 
notation.  

Moving forward from 
nursery rhymes in the 
autumn term. 
Increasing their 
repertoire of 
traditional songs. 

 

  



Year 2 

Term Autumn1 Autumn 2 Christmas production Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

National curriculum 
objective (expected 
standard) 

Play tuned and 
untuned instruments 
musically. 
Experiment with, 
create, select and 
combine sounds using 
inter related 
dimensions of music. 

Listen with 
concentration and 
understanding to a 
range of high quality 
music. 
Use voices expressively 
and creatively by 
singing songs and 
speaking chants and 
rhymes. 

Use voices expressively 
and creatively by 
singing songs and 
speaking chants and 
rhymes 

Listen with concentration and understanding to 
a range of high quality music. 
Use voices expressively and creatively by singing 
songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

Listen with concentration and understanding to a 
range of high quality music. 
Use voices expressively and creatively by singing 
songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 
Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 
 

Activities Music Express 2 
What’s the Score 
Exploring instruments 
and symbols 
 

BBC schools radio 
Little Red Riding Hood 

Key Stage 1 Nativity BBC schools radio 
History of Music 
(with focus on The Great Fire of London) 
If time, use Great Fire of London teacher notes 
to complete dance and drama activities too 

BBC schools radio 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
Clap out rhythms using percussion instruments 

Resources Music Express 
resources on CD and in 
book 
Percussion instruments 

BBC schools radio 
Little Red Riding Hood 
See teacher notes 
saved on server for 
more information 

Various BBC schools radio 
History of Music 
See teacher notes saved on server for more 
information 
Glockenspiel 

BBC schools radio 
Little Red Riding Hood 
See teacher notes saved on server for more 
information 
Percussion 

Purpose Songs linked to 
Halloween. Pupils given 
a chance to engage 
with and play real life 
instruments enhancing 
their experiences with 
musical instruments. 
Pupils to begin to 
become familiar with 
graphical notation. 

Engage pupils with 
traditional tales 
through the medium of 
music and develop 
their knowledge of 
these tales. Introducing 
pupils to classical 
composers (many for 
the first time.) 

Engagement with the 
local community and to 
give children the 
opportunity to 
experience of 
performing to others.   

Link music to historical eras and show how music 
can be used to express history. Begin to 
understand how music has changed over the 
years. 

Engage pupils with traditional tales through the 
medium of music and develop their knowledge of 
these tales. Continuing to expose pupils to 
classical composers. 

Progression Moving forwards from 
Music Express units in 
Year 1 and Year 1 
experiments with 
musical instruments. 
This year, pupils should 
play instruments with 
more skill. 
Moving towards the 
use of tuned 
instruments and 
graphical notation in 
KS2.  

Moving forward from 
BBC schools radio used 
in Year 1 and nursery 
rhymes/traditional 
songs towards using 
music in stories.  
Engaging pupils with 
classical music which 
will be developed upon 
through the history of 
music in KS2. 
Introducing pupils to 
seeing standard 
notation which will be 
developed in KS2. 

Level of involvement 
moving towards solo 
and group work in later 
year groups. 
Use Christmas song 
learnt in music to 
perform on the night. 

Moving from traditional songs and nursery 
rhymes in Year 1 to more complex songs and 
rhymes. 
Moving towards history of music studied over 
next 4 years in KS2. This unit will give an 
overview and prepare pupils for KS2. 

Moving forward from BBC schools radio used in 
Year 1 and nursery rhymes/traditional songs 
towards using music in stories.  
Engaging pupils with classical music which will be 
developed upon through the history of music in 
KS2. Introducing pupils to seeing standard 
notation which will be developed in KS2. 



 

Year 3 
 These should be completed in this order to aid progression These are interchangeable over the three half terms EOY unit 

Term Autumn1 Autumn 2 Christmas production Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

National curriculum 
objective (expected 
standard) 

Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory 

Play musical 
instruments  

Play and perform using 
their voices 

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and cultures 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different great 
composers and 
musicians 

Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes  

Activities Espresso music 
Music search  
Level 1 
Use alongside iPads at 
the end of each session 
to complete quizzes in 
groups and create 
compositions 
Focus each week on a 
different area: 
Rhythm 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Tempo 
Timbre 

Boomwhackers 
Stage 1 
Nursery rhymes  
1 2 3 
Christmas songs  
1 2 

KS2 carol concert Link to historical 
theme for this year. 
Activities should 
include: 
Listening to and 
evaluating music from 
that period. 
Creating/copying 
dances linked to the 
period. 
Choosing a famous 
composer/musician 
from the period to 
explore the life of 
(modern or classical). 
Learning songs or 
music from the era. 
Using untuned and 
tuned instruments 
(including 
Boomwhackers) to 
accompany music 
from that era.  
 
**Be careful not to 
overlap composers 
learnt in other year 
groups or units** 
 

Link to geography unit 
Explore music of a 
culture studied this 
year.  
Activities should 
include: 
Listening to and 
evaluating music from 
different eras from 
that area. 
Creating/copying 
dances linked to the 
area. 
Choosing a famous 
musician/composer 
from the area to 
explore the life of 
(modern or classical). 
Learning songs or 
music from the area. 
Using percussion and 
tuned instruments 
(including 
Boomwhackers) to 
accompany music 
from that area.  
**Be careful not to 
overlap composers 
learnt in other year 
groups or units** 

History and Composers 
Baroque 1600-1750:  
Explore the life and 
music of the following 
composers 
Vivaldi 
Handel 
Bach  
Activities should 
include: 
Finding out about their 
life 
Listening to and 
evaluating their music. 
Comparing and 
contrasting the music. 
Identifying the 
instruments used and 
discussing rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics, tempo 
and timbre. 
Using percussion and 
Boomwhackers to 
compose/imitate music 
from the period.  

Recap Boomwhackers 
Allow children the 
opportunity to 
compose their own 
sounds in groups using 
the notation used 
previously. 
Compositions could be 
linked to previous work 
or this term’s work. 
There should be 
opportunity for groups 
to present their work 
for critique to the rest 
of the class and 
improve it. 

Resources Espresso music 
Music Search  
Level 1 
iPads 

Boomwhackers 
Twinkl Boomwhacker 
musical cards on server 

Various Youtube 
Boomwhackers 
Percussion 
Twinkl  

Youtube 
Boomwhackers 
Percussion  
Twinkl 

Youtube 
Little Einsteins (see 
Helen for DVDs)Twinkl 
resources on server 

Boomwhackers 
Twinkl tube music 
cards on server 



Purpose Widen pupil’s 
knowledge of rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics, tempo 
and timbre. 
Completed in the first 
half of the Autumn 
term to enable them to 
use the language 
developed throughout 
the rest of the year in 
the following units.  

Improve pupil’s access 
to musical instruments 
and develop their 
range of experiences 
within school. 
Completed at this time 
so that they can use 
their skills for the carol 
concert and musical 
enrichment day in 
Spring and further 
develop them when 
they compose and 
improvise.  

Engagement with the 
local community and to 
give children the 
opportunity to 
experience of 
performing to others.   

Improve pupil’s 
historical knowledge 
of music linking 
learning across the 
curriculum (R2R).  
Creating relevance 
within the curriculum 
and broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music. 

Improve pupil’s 
cultural knowledge of 
music outside of their 
own experiences and 
linking learning across 
the curriculum (R2R). 
Creating relevance 
within the curriculum 
and broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music 
in different cultures.  

Improve pupil’s 
historical knowledge of 
music linking learning 
across the curriculum 
(R2R).  
Broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music. 
Vivaldi’s four seasons 
will relate well to 
spring weather.  

Allow pupils the 
opportunity to bring 
together their learning 
over the past five 
terms. 

Progression Moving towards Level 2 
in Year 4 where 
children will use 
moving images to 
create music. Building 
on KS1 “listening with 
concentration and 
understanding music.” 

Moving towards harder 
songs and musical 
notation in Year 4 with 
Boomwhackers and 
recorders in Years 5 
and 6. 
A simple introduction 
to musical notation 
which will lead to 
formal musical 
notation in Years 5 and 
6.  

Level of involvement 
moving towards solo 
and group work in later 
year groups. 
Use Christmas song 
learnt in music to 
perform on the night. 

Moving from listening 
to a variety of genres 
in KS1 to more specific 
eras in KS2. 
Moving forwards from 
Y2 unit Music and 
History (BBC schools 
radio). 
In later years, children 
will explore different 
historical periods 
linked to their POS in 
history. 

Moving from listening 
to a variety of genres 
in KS1 to more specific 
genres in KS2. 
In later years, children 
will explore different 
geographical areas 
linked to their POS in 
geography. 

Moving from listening 
to a variety of genres in 
KS1 to more specific 
eras in KS2. 
Moving towards  
Year 4: Classical 
(Mozart, Beethoven) 
Year 5: Romantic 
(Tchaikovsky, 
Chopin, Clara 
Schuman) 
Year 6: Modern 
(Gustav Holtz, Beatles, 
Edith Piaf, Kasabian) 
 
 

Moving forward from 
Autumn term 2.  
In Year 4 pupils will use 
Boomwhackers 
alongside untuned 
percussion in this unit.  

 

  



Year 4 

 These should be completed in this order to aid progression These are interchangeable over the three half terms EOY unit 

Term Autumn1 Autumn 2 Christmas production Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
National curriculum 
objective (expected 
standard) 

Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory 

Play musical 
instruments  

Play and perform using 
their voices 

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and cultures 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different great 
composers and 
musicians 

Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes  

Activities Espresso music 
Music search  
Level 2 
Use alongside iPads at 
the end of each session 
to complete quizzes in 
groups and create 
compositions 
Focus each week on a 
different area: 
Rhythm 
Pitch 
Dynamics 
Tempo 
Timbre 

Boomwhackers 
Stage 2 
Nursery rhymes  
4 5 6 
Christmas songs  
3 4  

KS2 carol concert Link to historical 
theme for this year. 
Activities should 
include: 
Listening to and 
evaluating music from 
that period. 
Creating/copying 
dances linked to the 
period. 
Choosing a famous 
composer/musician 
from the period to 
explore the life of 
(modern or classical). 
Learning songs or 
music from the era. 
Using untuned and 
tuned instruments 
(including 
Boomwhackers) to 
accompany music 
from that era.  
 
**Be careful not to 
overlap composers 
learnt in other year 
groups or units** 
 

Link to geography unit 
for this year. 
Explore music of 
culture studied this 
year. Activities should 
include: 
Listening to and 
evaluating music from 
different eras from 
that area. 
Creating/copying 
dances linked to the 
area. 
Choosing a famous 
musician/composer 
from the area to 
explore the life of 
(modern or classical). 
Learning songs or 
music from the area. 
Using untuned and 
tuned instruments 
(including 
Boomwhackers) to 
accompany music 
from that area.  
**Be careful not to 
overlap composers 
learnt in other year 
groups or units** 

History and Composers 
Classical 1750 - 1820:  
Explore the life and 
music of the following 
composers 
Mozart 
Beethoven 
Activities should 
include: 
Finding out about their 
life 
Listening to and 
evaluating their music. 
Comparing and 
contrasting the music. 
Identifying the 
instruments used and 
discussing rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics, tempo 
and timbre. 
Using percussion and 
Boomwhackers to 
compose/imitate music 
from the period. 

Recap Boomwhackers 
Allow children the 
opportunity to 
compose their own 
sounds in groups using 
the notation used 
previously. 
Compositions could be 
linked to previous work 
or this term’s work. 
There should be 
opportunity for groups 
to use other percussion 
instruments alongside 
Boomwhackers and 
present their work for 
critique to the rest of 
the class and improve 
it. 

Resources Espresso music 
Music Search  
Level 1 
iPads 

Boomwhackers 
Twinkl Boomwhacker 
musical cards on server 

Various Youtube 
Boomwhackers 
Percussion  
Twinkl 

Youtube 
Boomwhackers 
Percussion  
Twinkl  

Youtube 
Little Einsteins (see 
Helen for DVDs) 
Twinkl resources on 
server 

Boomwhackers 
Twinkl Boomwhacker 
musical cards on server 

  



Purpose Widen pupil’s 
knowledge of rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics, tempo 
and timbre. 
Completed in the first 
half of the Autumn 
term to enable them to 
use the language 
developed throughout 
the rest of the year.  

Improve pupil’s access 
to musical instruments 
and develop their 
range of experiences 
within school. 
Completed at this time 
so that they can use 
their skills for the carol 
concert and musical 
enrichment day in 
Spring and further 
develop them when 
they compose and 
improvise.  

Engagement with the 
local community and to 
give children the 
opportunity to 
experience of 
performing to others.   

Improve pupil’s 
historical knowledge 
of music linking 
learning across the 
curriculum (R2R).  
Creating relevance 
within the curriculum 
and broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music. 

Improve pupil’s 
cultural knowledge of 
music outside of their 
own experiences and 
linking learning across 
the curriculum (R2R). 
Creating relevance 
within the curriculum 
and broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music 
in different cultures.  

Improve pupil’s 
historical knowledge of 
music linking learning 
across the curriculum 
(R2R).  
Broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music. 

Allow pupil’s the 
opportunity to bring 
together their learning 
over the past five 
terms  

Progression Moving from Level 1 in 
Year 3 where children 
experimented with 
using still images to 
create music. Language 
and understanding 
should be embedded 
by the end of this unit 
as there will be no 
repeat in Years 5 and 6. 
It can then be applied 
throughout the rest of 
the year.  

Moving from simpler 
songs using 
Boomwhackers in Year 
3 and moving towards 
formal notation and 
use of recorders in 
Years 5 and 6. 
 

Level of involvement 
moving towards solo 
and group work in later 
year groups. 
Use Christmas song 
learnt in music to 
perform on the night. 

In earlier and later 
years, children will 
explore different 
historical periods 
linked to their POS in 
history. 

In earlier and later 
years, children will 
explore different 
geographical areas 
linked to their POS in 
geography. 

Moving from: 
Year 3: Baroque 
(Vivaldi, Bach and 
Handel) 
 
Towards: 
Year 5: Romantic 
(Tchaikovsky, 
Chopin, Clara 
Schuman) 
Year 6: Modern 
(Gustav Holtz, Beatles, 
Edith Piaf, Kasabian) 
 
 

Moving forward from 
Autumn term 2. In Year 
3 pupils just used 
Boomwhackers in this 
unit. In Year 5 children 
will use Boomwhackers 
and Recorders.  

 

  



Year 5 

 These should be completed in this order to aid progression These are interchangeable over the three half terms EOY unit 

Term Autumn1 Autumn 2 Christmas production Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
National curriculum 
objective (expected 
standard) 

Listen with attention to 
detail and recall sounds 
with increasing aural 
memory 

Play musical 
instruments in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

Play and perform using 
their voices in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and cultures 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different great 
composers and 
musicians 

Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the interrelated 
dimensions of music. 

Activities Show videos of Sons of 
Pitches and explore 
how they are making 
the sounds allow 
children the 
opportunity to perform 
along with them and 
have a go. Discuss 
rhythm, tempo, timbre 
and dynamics.  
 
Incredibox on iPads 
Complete as a class on 
whiteboards first then 
move on to using on 
iPads and explore the 
different sounds that 
can be made just with 
the human voice.  
Create own acapella 
compositions in groups.  
 
Musical notation 
Twinkl lessons 1 2 3 
(could move to autumn 
2) 
 

Recorders  
Twinkl stage 1 
6 lessons 

KS2 carol concert Link to historical 
theme for this year. 
Activities should 
include: 
Listening to and 
evaluating music from 
that period. 
Creating/copying 
dances linked to the 
period. 
Choosing a famous 
composer/musician 
from the period to 
explore the life of. 
Learning songs or 
music from the era. 
Using percussion and 
tuned instruments 
(including 
Boomwhackers) to 
accompany music 
from that era.  
 
**Be careful not to 
overlap composers 
learnt in other year 
groups or units** 
 

Link to geography unit 
Explore music of 
culture studied this 
year. Activities should 
include: 
Listening to and 
evaluate music from 
different eras from 
that area. 
Creating/copying 
dances linked to the 
area. 
Choosing a famous 
musician/composer 
from the area to 
explore the life of 
(modern or classical). 
Learning songs or 
music from the area. 
Using untuned and 
tuned instruments 
(including 
Boomwhackers, 
incredibox and 
recorders) to 
accompany music 
from that area.  
**Be careful not to 
overlap composers 
learnt in other year 
groups or units** 

History and Composers 
Romantic 1820-1900:  
Explore the life and 
music of the following 
composers 
Tchaikovsky 
Chopin 
Clara Schuman 
Activities should 
include: 
Finding out about their 
life 
Listening to and 
evaluating their music. 
Comparing and 
contrasting the music. 
Identifying the 
instruments used and 
discussing rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics, tempo 
and timbre. 
Using percussion, 
recorders, incredibox 
and Boomwhackers to 
compose/imitate music 
from the period. 

Recap Recorders, 
Boomwhackers and 
incredibox. 
Allow children the 
opportunity to 
compose their own 
sounds in groups using 
the notation used 
previously. 
Compositions could be 
linked to previous work 
or this term’s work. 
There should be 
opportunity for groups 
to Boomwhackers, 
recorders and 
incredibox too and 
present their work for 
critique to the rest of 
the class and improve 
it. 

Resources YouTube 
Incredibox 
iPads 
Twinkl musical notation 
lessons 1 2 3 on server 

Recorders 
Twinkl record lessons 
stage 1 

Various Youtube 
Boomwhackers 
Recorders 
Percussion  
Twinkl  

Youtube 
Boomwhackers 
Recorders 
Percussion  
iPads 

Youtube 
Twinkl resources on 
server 
iPads 

Boomwhackers 
Twinkl Boomwhacker 
cards on server  
Recorders 
iPads 



Purpose Experience a new form 
of music without 
instruments which may 
hold more relevance 
with non-musical 
instrument playing 
pupils. Link to 
enrichment activity of 
Sons of Pitches and 
experiencing live music. 
Introduce pupils to 
standard notation 
which they will use 
throughout the rest of 
the year but especially 
in their recorder unit 
which will follow on 
straight afterwards.   

Improve pupil’s access 
to musical instruments 
and develop their 
range of experiences 
within school. 
Completed at this time 
so that they can use 
their skills for the carol 
concert and musical 
enrichment day in 
Spring and further 
develop them when 
they compose and 
improvise.  

Engagement with the 
local community and to 
give children the 
opportunity to 
experience of 
performing to others.   

Improve pupil’s 
historical knowledge 
of music linking 
learning across the 
curriculum (R2R).  
Creating relevance 
within the curriculum 
and broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music. 

Improve pupil’s 
cultural knowledge of 
music outside of their 
own experiences and 
linking learning across 
the curriculum (R2R). 
Creating relevance 
within the curriculum 
and broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music 
in different cultures.  

Improve pupil’s 
historical knowledge of 
music linking learning 
across the curriculum 
(R2R).  
Broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music. 
Introduce pupils to the 
concept that women 
were beginning to 
become more 
recognised as 
composers in their own 
right during this period.  

Allow pupil’s the 
opportunity to bring 
together their learning 
over the past five 
terms  

Progression Introducing a new 
concept of music 
without instruments 
which they can use 
throughout the rest of 
the year and beyond. 
Developing their 
knowledge of musical 
notation moving from 
graphic notation used 
with Boomwhackers in 
Years 3 and 4 to more 
formal notation which 
will be used during the 
next two years. 

Using musical notation 
from Autumn 1 to play 
the recorder. Moving 
on from the use of 
Boomwhackers in 
Years 3 and 4 to a 
more traditional 
instrument. 

Level of involvement 
moving towards solo 
and group work in later 
year groups. 
Learn a Christmas song 
on recorders to perform 
on the night. 

In earlier and later 
years, children will 
explore different 
historical periods 
linked to their POS in 
history. 

In earlier and later 
years, children will 
explore different 
geographical areas 
linked to their POS in 
geography. 

Moving from: 
Year 3: Baroque 
(Vivaldi and Handel) 
Year 4: Classical 
(Mozart, Beethoven) 
Towards: 
Year 6: Modern 
(Gustav Holtz, Beatles, 
Edith Piaf, Kasabian) 
 
 

Moving forward from 
Autumn term 2.  
In Year 4 pupils used 
Boomwhackers and  
percussion in this unit. 
In Year 6 pupils will 
compose and 
improvise using Garage 
Band.  

 

  



Year 6 

 These should be completed in this order to aid progression These are interchangeable over the three half terms EOY unit 

Term Autumn1 Autumn 2 Christmas production Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
National curriculum 
objective (expected 
standard) 

Play musical 
instruments in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

Use technology 
appropriately to create 
musical compositions 
Improvise and 
compose music for a 
range of purposes 
using the interrelated 
dimensions of music. 

Play and perform using 
their voices in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

Develop an 
understanding of the 
history of music 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different traditions 
and cultures 

Appreciate and 
understand a wide 
range of high quality 
live and recorded 
music drawn from 
different great 
composers and 
musicians 

Play and perform using 
their voices in solo and 
ensemble contexts 

Activities Recorders  
Twinkl stage 2 
6 lessons 

Experiment and use 
Garage Band to create 
compositions of their 
own choosing. 
Children can use live 
instruments in the 
form of percussion, 
Boomwhackers and 
recorders too. 
Allow pupils the 
chance to perform, 
evaluate and improve 
their work.  

KS2 carol concert Link to historical 
theme for this term. 
Activities should 
include: 
Listening to and 
evaluating music from 
that period. 
Creating/copying 
dances linked to the 
period. 
Choosing a famous 
composer/musician 
from the period to 
explore the life of. 
Learning songs or 
music from the era. 
Using percussion and 
tuned instruments 
(including 
Boomwhackers) to 
accompany music 
from that era.  
 
**Be careful not to 
overlap composers 
learnt in other year 
groups or units** 
 

Link to geography unit 
Explore music of 
culture studied this 
term. Activities should 
include: 
Listening to and 
evaluate music from 
different eras from 
that area. 
Creating/copying 
dances linked to the 
area. 
Choosing a famous 
musician/composer 
from the area to 
explore the life of 
(modern or classical). 
Learning songs or 
music from the area. 
Using untuned and 
tuned instruments 
(including 
Boomwhackers, 
recorders and Garage 
Band) to accompany 
music from that area.  
 
**Be careful not to 
overlap composers 
learnt in other year 
groups or units** 

History and Composers 
Modern 1890 - 
present: 
Explore the life and 
music of the following 
composers 
Gustav Holtz 
Beatles 
Edith Piaf 
Kasabian 
Activities should 
include: 
Finding out about their 
life 
Listening to and 
evaluating their music. 
Comparing and 
contrasting the music. 
Identifying the 
instruments used and 
discussing rhythm, 
pitch, dynamics, tempo 
and timbre. 
Using percussion, 
recorders, Garage Band 
and Boomwhackers to 
compose/imitate music 
from the period. 

Year 6 end of year 
production 

Resources Recorders 
Twinkl record lessons 
stage 2 on server 

iPads 
Garage Band app 
Percussion 
Boomwhackers 
Recorders 

Various Youtube 
Boomwhackers 
Recorders 
Percussion  
Twinkl  

Youtube 
Boomwhackers 
Recorders 
Percussion  
iPads 

Youtube 
Twinkl resources on 
server 
iPads 

 



Purpose Improve pupil’s access 
to musical instruments 
and develop their 
range of experiences 
within school. 
Completed at this time 
so that they can use 
their skills for the carol 
concert and music 
enrichment day in 
Spring and further 
develop them when 
they compose and 
improvise. 

Bring to pupil’s 
attention how 
technology can be 
used in music to create 
compositions alongside 
‘real life’ musical 
instruments.  

Engagement with the 
local community and to 
give children the 
opportunity to 
experience of 
performing to others.   

Improve pupil’s 
historical knowledge 
of music linking 
learning across the 
curriculum (R2R).  
Creating relevance 
within the curriculum 
and broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music. 

Improve pupil’s 
cultural knowledge of 
music outside of their 
own experiences and 
linking learning across 
the curriculum (R2R). 
Creating relevance 
within the curriculum 
and broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music 
in different cultures.  

Improve pupil’s 
historical knowledge of 
music linking learning 
across the curriculum 
(R2R).  
Broadening pupil’s 
experiences of music. 
Local recent band 
included in the form of 
Kasabian.  
 

Engagement with the 
local community and to 
give children the 
opportunity to 
experience of 
performing to others.   

Progression Using musical notation 
from Autumn 1 to play 
the recorder. Moving 
on from the use of 
Boomwhackers in Years 
3 and 4 to a more 
traditional instrument. 

Moving on from end of 
term units in all other 
year groups where 
they compose and 
improvised pieces of 
music.  

Level of involvement 
moving towards solo 
and group work in later 
year groups. 
Learn a Christmas song 
on recorders to perform 
on the night. 

In earlier and later 
years, children will 
explore different 
historical periods 
linked to their POS in 
history. 

In earlier years, 
children will explore 
different geographical 
areas linked to their 
POS in geography. 

Moving from: 
Year 3: Baroque 
(Vivaldi and Handel) 
Year 4: Classical 
(Mozart, Beethoven) 
Year 5: 
(Tchaikovsky, 
Chopin, Clara 
Schuman) 

Moving forward from 
Autumn term 2. In Year 
4 pupils used 
Boomwhackers in this 
unit. In Year 6 children 
will use 
Boomwhackers, 
Recorders and 
percussion.  

 

  



 

Appendix 1: Historical and Cultural Units 

Year 3 Historical era: Culture: 

Music   

Dance   

Composer/musicians   

Year 4 Historical era: Culture: 

Music   

Dance   

Composer/musicians   

Year 5 Historical era: WW2 Culture: South America (Brazilian Carnival) 

Music Quarter Masters Stores 
Run Rabbit Run 

Various Samba including Mas Que Nada 

Dance Waltz Samba (Rio di Janeiro carnival) 

Composer/musicians Vera Lynn Jorge Ben 

Year 6 Historical era: Culture: 

Music   
Dance   

Composer/musicians   

 

Music enrichment day Spring term: 

Fund raising activity. Pupils may come dressed to school as their favourite musician/singer/composer for a donation of £1.  

Throughout the day pupils will engage in music based activities culminating in an afternoon assembly ‘show and tell’. Pupils who play instruments outside of school can bring them in to play 

for their classmates too. At the end of the afternoon, whole school will gather together for a recital of what they have learned/practised today. This could be linked to Easter at the end of 

Spring 2 and pupils could learn an Easter based song to perform. Year 3 and 4 should perform something using Boomwhackers and 5 and 6 should use recorders. 


